84                TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
From Smyrna the Greeks pushed out, massacring,
burning, pillaging and raping as they went, in the ordinary
manner of the Balkan peoples at war. Before them
the Turks fled, till the country-side was full of refugees.
Having extended beyond the line allowed to them, but
having given themselves sufficient room to protect
Smyrna, the Greeks sat down to consolidate.
Throughout Turkey awoke a new spirit, the spirit of a
Turkish Nation. Once before the Turks had tried to
turn their vast heterogeneous empire into a nation,
In 1908 the Young Turks had overthrown the tyranny
of Abdul Hamid and proclaimed a constitution with
equal rights for all. They had set to work to turkify
the Empire. The result had been misfortune. The
Great Powers had at once reached out greedy hands for
spoils. Austria had seized Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Aided by Russia, Bulgaria had declared itself indepen-
dent. The Italians had seized Tripoli and Bengasi.
England and France had riveted tighter their economic
chains.
The Ottoman Christians refused to become Turks,
and in a fury at their disloyalty the Young Turks re-
sorted to the policy of their predecessor, and by fierce
massacre endeavoured to cut out of their body politic
the cancer that ate their flesh. Their enemies saw their
weakness, and then came the Balkan wars, and then
finally the Great World War that had brought destruction
and ruin. But the idea of a Nation had remained with
them, of one loyalty, of one religion, of one blood, and of
one tongue. They had been stripped of the vast territories
that they held by force alone. They had ceased to be